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Abstract. Private schools ensure students' future with rigorous academic curricula that
incorporate durable skills like pro-activeness, critical thinking, and collaboration. However, due
to financial constraints, learners are left with no option but to enroll in a tertiary school that offers
free of charge. Hence, this paper aims to inquire into the lives of transferring students from a
private school to a state college. The researcher utilized the purposive sampling technique to
determine the five participants of the study who were selected using inclusion criteria. Through
qualitative research design, the data were gathered from the participants using an in-depth
interview. Data were analyzed using a recursive textual analysis aided by Litchman's 3 C's-
coding, categorizing, and conceptualizing. The findings reveal that participants shared usual
experiences and observations in a state college. Notwithstanding the hardships to accomplish the
desired purpose, the students remained focused and motivated. Thus, state college is a conducive
avenue for a determined student to earn a degree and become successful in their chosen field.
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Introduction

Filipino parents view education as one of the most valuable legacies they can impart to
their children. They firmly believe that having a better education opens opportunities to ensure
a viable future and eventually elevates them out of poverty. Thus, they are inclined to make
enormous sacrifices to send their children to school [20]. Private tertiary schools prepare
students for the future with rigorous academic curricula that incorporate applicable skills like
pro-activeness, critical thinking, and collaboration. As family income and parents' levels of
education increase, so does the inclination to select a private school. Students become more
discerning customers, demanding better value for money, becoming more selective in choosing
an educational institution. [14]. Institutional image and reputation had a tremendous effect on
college choice. It is a powerful influence on potential students, and college reputation is
ultimately persuasive in the college search and selection process. Students value the importance
of a college, and it rates as an influential factor by students in the college choice process. The
most significant factor that students will evaluate in selecting their school choice is the
institution's reputation.[ 17]

In choosing private schools, one of the most common reasons is that parents truly
believed that their children have an excellent education. Also, parents are attracted to the smaller
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class size, and educators acknowledge that smaller categories could foster close working
relationships between and among teachers and students, thereby enhancing learning [23].

The primary form of investing in human capital is through the development of any
educational system. Later, the main driver for socio-economic progress and welfare is the
performance of the human capital. The efficiency of the education organization in general and
higher education, in particular, is an intricate socio-economic relationship. The influence of
qualitative and quantitative factors generates various effects throughout society. [12].

However, due to financial constraints for low-class families, learners are left with no
option but to enroll in a tertiary school that offers free of charge. United Nations Children Fund
(UNICEF) advocates for considerable investment in the countries cognitive capital. Free
tertiary programs that pay for student tuition fees are steps toward tackling the expensive cost
of education. As provided in R.A. 10931, it is the state's policy to promote and protect the rights
of every student to quality education at all levels, and such quality education is an inalienable
right of all Filipinos.

Low-income and first-generation students often live in communities where young
people take jobs immediately after high school and do not see the value of going on to college
if they are making money at present. Many observed that students' financial assistance at the
tertiary level is insufficient and may warrant credible policy and administrative improvements
to reach deserving students. [5]. Due to a mismatch of requirements from the market and the
supply from the academic community, the state college performance and graduate's
performance are vital factors to the employability of the graduates. [26]

In this study, various research conducted the factors and reasons students move from
one school to another. However, no study highlighted the lived experiences of students from
private schools transferring to a state college. Hence, the researcher intends to explore and
describe students' lived experiences from private schools and currently enrolled in a state
college.

1. Method

This study utilized qualitative research using phenomenological inquiry to inquire into
the lives of transferring students from private schools to a state college. Qualitative research
involves a naturalistic and interpretative approach to the world. Researchers examine things in
their natural settings, attempting to make sense of, interpret, and explain phenomena in terms
of the meanings people bring to them.[6]. Phenomenology is a philosophy of experience. The
ultimate source of meaning and value is the lived experience of human beings [2].

A phenomenological study sets out the meaning for several individuals of their lived
experiences of a concept or a phenomenon. The phenomenological method aims to reduce
individual experiences with a phenomenon to describe the universal essence[6].

The study participants were five students who graduated from a private school during
their senior high school and are currently taking up Bachelor of Science in Accountancy in a
state college for more than a year. They participated through the purposive sampling technique.
The process involves identifying and selecting individuals or groups of individuals that are
chiefly knowledgeable about or experienced with a phenomenon of interest [6]. Through an in-
depth interview, the data gathered from the participants is to acquire the adjustments, financial
opportunities, feelings, and expectations of the transferring students from a private school
towards a new environment.

There were two issues of particular relevance for beginning researchers: (1) maintaining
confidentiality; and 2) obtaining informed consent. Researchers must guarantee that participants
freely agree to participate in the research process and protect their privacy. They also must
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inform participants of all potential risks from participating in the study and gain formal consent
before starting the interview. [11]. Informed consent entails informing the research participants
about the overall purpose of the investigation, the main features of the design, and any possible
risks and benefits from participating in the research project. Informed consent further involves
obtaining the voluntary participation of the people involved and informing them of their right
to withdraw at any moment from the study [18]. If this investigative paper publishes information
that is potentially recognizable to others, the participant should agree to release identifiable
information. The principle of the research subject to privacy is not without ethical and scientific
dilemmas [18].

In the conduct of this study and in gathering information using in-depth interviews, the
researcher followed strict protocols in obtaining informed consent. The consequences of
qualitative research are concerned with possible harm and benefits expected from their
participation in the study. The ethical principle of beneficence means that the risk of danger to
a participant should be the least possible. From the practical ethical perspective, the sum of
potential benefits to a participant and the importance of the knowledge gained should outweigh
the risk of harm to the participant and warrant a decision to carry out the study. A researchers'
responsibility is to reflect on the potential consequences for the persons taking part in the
research and the larger group they represent. [18]

To comply with the prescribed ethical standard, the researcher obtained informed
consent from all participants at the beginning of the study and ensured the participant's privacy.
The participants shall be given "aliases™ instead of their real names for anonymity purposes.

To analyze the data, the researcher utilized the recursive textual analysis aided by
Litchman's 3C's - coding, categorizing, and conceptualizing students' experiences after they
transferred to a state college.

2. Results

The rationale of this study is to describe and explore the life experiences of students
from private schools enrolled in a state college. While they enjoy the opportunity to have free
education, some factors might affect their learning process, considering that they came from a
private school. Inquiring into their lived experiences will give us a better understanding of their
current situation. This section has identified five main themes with three to four sub-themes for
each to facilitate the discussion of this study.

Living Up to the expectation of a State College

Scholarships are for deserving Students. Participants alleged that they should be
prepared to dedicate a significant amount of time to fulfilling the roles and responsibilities of a
scholarship award. An ideal student does not waste hours and energy on trash. According to
them, the school strongly imposed a retention policy. The Retention Policy examines the
standards for the Accountancy Students whose in the future is needed to take the prestigious
CPA Licensure Exam. For them, retention policy causes competition within themselves rather
than with their classmates or other people in the BSA Program. Retention Policy causes too
much stress, physically and mentally, to the students who undergo the BSA Program. Scholars
are one of the most vulnerable students on campus when it comes to pressure. There's always
that extra push to be at the top of their game- making sure they are every inch deserving of the
scholarship given. Some students verbalized it this way:

Since the tuition fee is not available for all students in this college, we need to maintain
our grades and stay in the program.
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If we are not qualified to continue in the BSA curriculum, we should shift to another
course.

Maintenance of Good Conduct and Behavior. As an academic community, the
college recognizes the necessity to articulate and enforce standards of behavior. Accordingly,
such measure is intended not to prohibit misbehavior and punish violations but to educate about
traits and character attributes that the community desires to uphold or deter. To protect
community members from unwanted interference and harm, to hold every individual and group
accountable for the consequences of their behavior, and foster an environment conducive to our
community's primary purpose. Students are responsible for governing their conduct by
standards set forth and ethical behavior not to injure or discredit themselves, the university, or
any other individual. Moreover, just as the learning environment, it does not end at the four
corners of the room, neither is the exercise of individual responsibility, civility, and honor
limited to the academic domain.

The students, regardless of year level, must maintain good moral character at all times.
He must adhere to the rules of conduct imposed by the College Students Handbook. Participants
of this study expressed their observations in the imposition of school discipline this way:

We must act and behave like true professionals during our stay on the campus since we
are bringing the good name of our school.

In my four years of stay in this institution, | will make sure that I will not receive a letter
from the Office of the Discipline Officer.

Embracing School Culture and Traditions

From religious to non-sectarian school. Since most of the participants came from
private catholic schools, they could adjust the kind of practices they used to have for the past
six years of their stay in the previous institution. While it is true that in a state college, they do
not celebrate holidays, practice any religious rituals or display religious symbols, however,
this does not mean that they do not respect religious beliefs and practices. Accordingly,
they were even encouraged to share with classmate's family holiday traditions. The school
recognizes that examining religious beliefs and practices often leads to understanding the
essential nature. As mature individuals, they are fully aware of the role religion has played
throughout history. Like any other brand, state colleges and universities need to communicate
culture to articulate their effectiveness. In the exercise of one's faith, students are free to choose
who and what to believe. Some of the participants shared this experience, stating:

Before, | was getting used to attending masses since I am from a Catholic School. We
are not allowed to go out of the campus until the ceremony is over. Now, we could leave the
campus anytime.

At the start of the class, our teacher will lead the prayer. Here, praying is optional.

They were joining the community extension project. Higher Educational Institutions,
particularly State Universities and Colleges, are committed to fostering quality education
through its four-fold function: instruction, research, extension, and production. One of the core
functions of a state college is its extension projects. It recognizes the vital role colleges and
universities play in developing communities, especially the under-served and depressed.
Community engagement describes the collaboration and commitment between institutions of
higher learning. Larger gatherings are for the mutually beneficial exchange of knowledge,
expertise, and reciprocity. Community engagement could be sustainably done and promoted
through the collaborative process wherein students serve as the aid of their instructors in
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conducting extension services. Some students shared their observations in this kind of
undertaking, stating:

| admire the extension program of this college. Faculty members actively support and
help those who are in a low-income family by teaching them means of livelihood.

There is some sort of fulfillment the moment you extend your small contribution to the
less privileged individuals.

Student-driven leadership. The ultimate test of leadership involvement comes with the
first task and assignment to manage others. College students, in particular, can improve their
social being from early exposure to leadership opportunities by learning how to serve as an
officer in various peer on-campus organizations. Early involvement in leadership activities will
help students recognize interest and commitment to campus academic and social life. By having
the knowledge and skills to influence others to follow them, these student leaders can grow with
greatness in serving their communities. Students who build and establish technical skills will
grow into an effective and efficient leadership practice as they mature and develop. As an early
involvement in the pursuit of leadership students, higher learning will establish creditability.
Credibility provides leaders the leverage of demonstrating trust and confidence in what they do
as viewed by others. Some participants shared their observations in the kind of leadership
practiced in school by saying:

I am amazed how student leaders take an active role in school governance. They can be
the voice of every student when it comes to policy-making.

Students are very wise when it comes to electing their representatives. It seems like they
are in a perfect political arena.

The president of the student government is very active when it comes to school
activities.

The exposure in campus governance is truly a training ground for those aspiring to
become political leaders.

They are posting late announcements during calamities and suspension of classes.
Emergency response encompasses a scale of measures to protect life and property and cope
with the social disruption that disasters produce. Higher Educational Institutions and state
colleges should inform students ahead of time or at the earliest possible time in cases of natural
disaster, and calamities for their lives are of primordial importance compared to education.
Participants of the study shared their disgust, stating:

We kept on calling the school to update whether there is a need for us to report, there
is no definite response.

Before we knew that they suspended classes, we were already in school. The sad part
is, we already spent our money on transportation.

Challenges Encountered by Students in the Academic Field

Reporting in school is a significant part of academic requirements. Academic
workload is one of the leading stressors for college students, as it accounts for increased stress
levels in their college life. Academic performance was examined by asking the participants how
difficult they perceived their assigned topic and the number of hours in a week they spent
studying and working on it. Participants of this study revealed that:

Almost all of our teachers would require us to report the assigned topic since, according
to them, that is part of the OBE curriculum, and students should take part in the delivery of the
discussion.
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Sometimes our instructors are not satisfied with our performance in reporting. Thus, we
need to exert some extra effort to meet their expectations.

Loads of assignments even late at night. Assignment being part of academic
requirement enables to enhance the cognitive and analytical abilities of students. Also, it would
increase their research and exploratory skills. However, some students have difficulty
complying with said requirement since almost all of the teachers have assigned topics within a
short period. Some participants would allege that their instructors shift their burdens to them
when they could not hold classes due to holidays and meetings. Students verbalized their
sentiments this way:

Whenever they do not meet us due to meetings, they would give us plenty of
assignments to compensate for when we are supposed to meet.

Every time our teacher would require us a project or assignment, we should present a
better output.

Exploration of One’s Identity as a Student

They were dealing with peer pressure. Peer pressure can be challenging for teenagers or
during college years to deal with the changing attitudes and influence. The desire and expectations to
fit in and feel like being part of a group are typical, and most people feel this way their entire lives.
The significant thing about peer pressure is that it can sometimes be positive, but other times, it can
negatively influence the students' lives. One way to combat peer pressure is to be involved in dedicated
friends to their schooling and even join a club or sports team. Stay busy and avoid parties where
alcohol drinking and drugs might be affected. Pressure can be in the form of sexual pleasure, drug or
alcohol use, the pressure to do something wrong like commit vandalism, or even something like
bullying. But in a state college, pressure, according to these BSA students, comes in academic
performance. Some participants shared their experience stating:

Most of my classmates were intelligent, and | need to study harder to compete with their
scores.

Sometimes when my classmates would ask me to have a snack, | usually pay beyond my
budget.

They were making good adjustments. Successful student adjustment to the college
domain is of great importance to various individuals, including college students striving to
succeed, mental health professionals who help students overcome challenges in emotional,
social, and academic adjustment, and college administrators concerned with retention rates.
Student adjustment to college has been increasing interest since first appearing in educational
journals in the 1940s. One of the major concerns associated with college adjustment is
understanding what factors cause attrition and what factors increase retention. Participants of
this study expressed their adjustments, stating:

Now that I am staying in a boarding house, | need to overcome my homesickness.

I am now responsible for my food and personal belongings, and my parents can no
longer help me prepare for my needs.

My place is near the road where the jeepney passes, | am quietly disturbed, but somehow
| can tolerate the noise.

They were missing the old routines. A routine, as the usual series of things that
you do at a particular time. It is a practice of regularly doing things in a fixed order.
Receiving scholarship grants is excellent, but it's not always easy. Some scholars were making
that decision would mean packing their bags and studying miles away from home. And for free
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quality education and just resolve to battle homesickness now and then. While their fellow
students rush their way home, scholars who live in dormitories rush their thoughts until their
next travel home. College students, especially freshmen, would call their friends and classmate
in high school to meet up or have a video call during their free time. Participants of this study
verbalized their experience this way:

After class, we immediately go home. If not, we hang out with a friend in our favorite
resto.

I miss my high school life, the teachers, my classmates, and what we used to do after
our class in the afternoon.

Realization of One's Dream

They were making the right choice. State universities and colleges, unlike their private
counterparts, are financed by the public fund. The state approximately provides 90 percent of
its fund to carry out this purpose. Since the life of the university is contingent upon state support,
such colleges strictly follow state regulations. Most of the coursework is reasonably
standardized among state universities, especially those within the same state. To promote
collaborative learning within the classroom less than they do independent studies is the primary
goal of public universities. Thus, the information given in the instruction field feels more like
the outline of a subject than the course itself. The moment one decides on the state school,
challenge oneself whenever possible, set goals, and establish an academic background.
Investing in a college education is considered a big financial move, and one should not take it
lightly. Whichever educational path a student may choose, it is always necessary and essential
to remember that, after all, it's their field of interest that will matter. Using their voice and
making their own decision is what this is all about. Even if it goes against practical
considerations, their decisions will be their form of commitment. As long as they will uphold
it, work hard at it, and keep on getting better at it, they will enjoy it for the rest of their life.
Some participant expressed their self-motivation this way:

I love my course, and I enjoy my chosen field. In time, I will finish my studies and make
my parents proud.

College life is a survival for me, but still, I have no regrets. | have made a good decision
for myself.

When asked, what course to choose, no doubt I will become an accountant!

The most practical decision. One of its most positive aspects of the public is its
affordability, for even without any form of assistance, it is undoubtedly the cheapest path to a
diploma. Educating learners and their families about a college education's financial and social
advancement and providing vital information about financial aid to students and their families
will give them the wisdom to pursue and complete a college degree. Some students verbalized
their observations this way:

Surely I could finish college without putting too much burden on my family. | am
blessed to enroll in a state college that offers free of charge.

Instead of paying for my tuition, I could save it for my allowance.

Most of my teachers came from prestigious colleges and universities. It makes no
difference, only a name.
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3. Discussion

This study revealed that participants shared the same experiences, sentiments,
expectations, and observations in a state college. After graduating from a private institution,
studying in a government-funded institution is a major decision one has to make for his future.
Consequently, living up to the expectation of the school run by the government requires keeping
a good grade for the scholarship are deemed given to those deserving students. One of the
school's policies that students must do better regarding their academic performance is free of
charge; having a part-time job is highly discouraging for them to focus on their chosen degree
and eventually graduate on time. The scholarship is not limited to students with excellent
academic records or demonstrated financial need. Students must simply get into college and
maintain an average point while enrolled [4]. Some scholarship grantees seem to have a
different case than regular college students in keeping their grade weighted average. [10]

Every scholar shall maintain good conduct and behavior during admission and before
graduation from the institution. It is worth noting that disruptive behavior and demeaning
conduct have been the primary problem for many educators and other school officials. Thus,
the researcher of this study convinces that discipline should be maintained in schools, although
corporal punishment has been abolished for effective teaching and learning to occur. Educators
must, therefore, come to terms with acceptable strategies for maintaining discipline in schools
and classrooms. [9]

Adaptation to school culture and tradition includes the shift from religious to non-
sectarian school. Some students were used to attend masses and say a prayer before the start of
every class; however, state College doesn't involve or relate to any religious sect or political
group. Such activities were not practiced and observed. Because of the significance of culture,
it becomes incumbent upon the institution's leaders to shape this culture to maximize the
effectiveness of the institutions. [2]

One of the core functions of the college is on the community extension; students in aid
to their respective teachers joined in the school programs in support of the school community
projects. On the other hand, recognizing student's contributions is essential to foster the growth
and development of school programs. Participants acknowledge the efforts and the hardship
that the student leaders provide to carry out the school vision and mission. The institution's
community affiliates contribute to shaping the culture and influencing the institution's
effectiveness [2].

It has been the practice of the college to wait for the higher management to declare the
suspension of classes. Unfortunately, before sending the official memorandum order to satellite
campuses, students are on their way to school. According to [3], there are contingency action
plans with assigned titles on several shelves throughout higher education institutions. Still, the
functional competencies associated with the individuals who must fill those titled roles seem to
go unresolved. In the absence of clear performance expectations and accountability of roles and
responsibilities, one must assume emergency response duties assigned amid the emergency.
Without specific role performance preparedness, those expected to perform necessary response
and recovery tasks will improvise actions based on life experiences and assumptions.

In addition to the challenges encountered by the participants in academics, delivering
reports as part of the academic requirement is essential for every student. It is a way for them
to develop confidence and enhance the language of the discipline as a means for educators' to
support outcome-based education. In contrast, students develop critical thinking in the academic
field. On the other hand, doing assignments late at night is a rigorous task for every student. No
one could exempt from the compliance for such requirement is indispensable in an educational
community. College grantees have the greatest extent of exposure to personal academic and
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social stressors, as they are required to maintain their good academic standing to sustain their
scholarship grants [10].

Furthermore, exploring a new environment for participants includes dealing with peer
pressure, making fine adjustments, and missing the old routines. For them, their current
environment has taught them significant change and adjustment for half of the lives they have
lived in the comfort of their home. In pursuit of a brighter and better life, participants are most
willing to overcome the obstacles and persevere in their career path. Various empirical studies
have assessed successful college adjustment despite prior adversity to understand how
individuals who have experienced these challenges adjust. [24]. The emergence of the concept
of resilience has generated interest in assessing and understanding factors and characteristics
that predict a higher probability of unquestionable outcomes, particularly in the context of
adversity. These qualities are protective factors, securing against risk and unprecedented results.
[22]

Finally, participants need to think that the school will realize their dreams. Accordingly,
their enrolment in a state college is the right choice and the most practical decision by far.
Government education spending expects to enhance the well-being of beneficiaries and improve
their capability to gain income in the future. In this sense, engaging education expenditures to
the poor holds a promise for breaking the intergenerational transmission of poverty [21]

5. Conclusion

The experiences, views, observation, and expectations of the participant of this study
carefully describe their lived experiences in a state college. As one of the faculty members in a
tertiary public school, most of the responses are more likely relevant in the currently existing
system of the college. The institution set a high standard to materialize the very essence and
purpose of making a tertiary education beneficial for deserving students. This policy is
significant to all departments so that the money allocated by the government for governmental
purposes such as for educational undertaking will serve its very essence.

The school environment has a lot to do with student performance and achievement,
whether in co-curricular or academic aspects. Since time immemorial, the culture and traditions
of every school have been in existence, and faculty, students, personnel, and administrators
have to live with it since it has been the observed practice in the institution. Challenges
encountered by students are part of the process, and to counter this, exploration and adjustment
are essential factors that students must adhere to and strictly follow.

Finally, looking back with gratitude in an institution that provides an opportunity to
realize their dreams is a humble gesture that every state scholar must possess; after all, they
deserve the government's support since they are doing their counterparts.
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